
Petition from South Knoxville to 3 Rivers Market: 
We,	  the	  undersigned,	  would	  like	  to	  express	  our	  enthusiastic	  support	  of	  a	  South	  Knoxville	  location	  of	  Three	  
Rivers	  Market.	  We	  believe	  our	  community	  would	  be	  an	  excellent	  fit	  for	  Three	  Rivers	  Market	  and	  that	  a	  South	  
Knox	  location	  would	  be	  mutually	  beneficial	  both	  economically	  and	  culturally.	  	  

South	  Knoxville	  is	  on	  the	  threshold	  of	  major	  growth.	  The	  Urban	  Wilderness	  and	  the	  “Dirty	  South”	  bike	  trails	  
attract	  visitors	  from	  all	  over	  the	  city,	  state	  and	  country.	  Real	  estate	  prices	  have	  risen	  and	  several	  new	  housing	  
complexes	  are	  planned	  as	  part	  of	  the	  South	  Riverfront	  Development.	  Before	  the	  close	  of	  the	  Henley	  Street	  
Bridge,	  Chapman	  Highway	  had	  two	  grocery	  stores	  that	  served	  our	  area:	  Kroger,	  and	  Food	  City.	  The	  bridge	  has	  
reopened,	  with	  South	  Knoxville	  getting	  more	  attention	  than	  ever,	  but	  now	  there	  is	  only	  one	  grocery	  store,	  
Kroger.	  There	  is	  an	  abundant	  amount	  of	  commercial	  space	  available	  on	  Chapman	  that	  is	  slowly	  being	  
repopulated	  since	  the	  bridge	  has	  reopened.	  This	  is	  the	  ideal	  time	  for	  a	  community-‐oriented	  group	  to	  establish	  
itself	  in	  a	  prime	  location.	  	  

Culturally,	  South	  Knoxville	  is	  in	  sync	  with	  Three	  Rivers	  Market’s	  goal	  to	  “create	  and	  nourish	  a	  healthier	  
environment,	  healthier	  people,	  and	  a	  healthier	  community.”	  The	  unique	  setting	  and	  outdoor	  features	  in	  South	  
Knoxville	  make	  a	  healthy	  environment	  a	  prime	  concern.	  Ijam’s	  Nature	  Center	  has	  long	  been	  a	  cornerstone	  of	  
outdoor	  activity	  for	  all	  of	  Knoxville	  and	  now	  increased	  use	  of	  Mead’s	  Quarry	  and	  Fort	  Dickerson	  as	  recreation	  
areas	  has	  built	  on	  that	  legacy.	  The	  extensive	  mountain	  bike	  trail	  system	  and	  constellation	  of	  parks	  also	  make	  
South	  Knoxville	  an	  outdoor	  destination	  where	  a	  healthy	  environment	  is	  central.	  

All	  types	  of	  people	  live,	  work,	  and	  play	  in	  South	  Knoxville.	  There	  is	  a	  strong	  sense	  of	  community	  that	  brings	  
together	  this	  diverse	  population.	  The	  neighborhood	  organizations	  in	  South	  Knoxville	  are	  some	  of	  the	  most	  
active	  in	  the	  city	  and	  they	  regularly	  work	  together	  with	  a	  coalition	  of	  locally-‐owned	  South	  Knoxville	  
businesses.	  This	  climate	  of	  organized	  support	  meshes	  well	  with	  Three	  Rivers	  Market’s	  commitment	  to	  being	  
an	  integrated	  part	  of	  the	  community.	  The	  framework	  to	  communicate	  with	  the	  community	  and	  give/receive	  
support	  is	  already	  established	  and	  active.	  
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